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“Indeed, Firaun arrogantly elevated himself 
in the land and divided its people into 
factions, One group of them he deemed utter- 
ly low which he persecuted, slaughtering 
their sons and keeping their women alive. He 
was truly one of the Mufsidūn (i.e. those who 
commit great sins and crimes, oppressors, 
tyrants, etc.).” [Sūrah Al-Qasas 28:4] 


In this ayah, Allah Ji 5 se. has described 
the political situation of that time. Fir'aun was 
the only figure of power in the lives of these 
people and had declared himself god, and 
forbade the worship of anyone but him. No 
one stood up to dispute his claim. There was 
no one strong enough, as Fir‘aun had divid- 
ed the people he ruled into factions, and in 
doing so ensured the success of his rule. He 
made classes and tribes among the people 
of Egypt. He bestowed privileges and prefer- 
ential rights on some to be made the ruling 
class and reduced others to serfs to be 
oppressed and exploited. Among the class- 
es, Bant Isra-tl was at the lowest level, as 
they were slaves and servants. He adopted 
the policy of reducing their population, by 
killing their sons and allowing their daughters 
to live so that their women should gradually 
pass into the hands of his men and produce 
their children instead of the Bani Isra-il race. 
Still, Bant Isra-tl were approximately 60,000 
people when they left Egypt with Musa at 
aLI. Their numbers were huge, but the 
division and oppression left them powerless 
and unable to function as a unit, therefore 
unable to help themselves or even think 
about how to escape the tyranny they faced. 
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The story of Musa aus! als is the longest story of a Nabi 
(prophet) in the Qur’an. The Ummah of Ban? Isra-Tl is 
the last Muslim Ummah before that of the Prophet 
Muhammad plss ale àll do. The history of Bant Isrā-Tl is 
extremely rich with experiences. It is an Ummah that 
has lived for a long time, lasted a while, been through a 
lot, committed many mistakes and there was a lot of 
misguidance and conflict in this nation and Allāh ; six 
Jls wants us to learn from them. The nature of the 
conflict of Bant Isra-il is similar to the Ummah of Muham- 
MAC lus ade ail Uo. The story of Fir’aun is important to 
know because Fir’aun is the symbol of oppression and 
tyranny in the Qur’an, and we are suffering a similar 
problem in the form of dictators and oppression for a 
very long time. 


“But, We wanted to favor those who were oppressed in 
the land, and make them leaders and make them inheri- 
tors of the land. And to establish them in the land; and 
through them show Fir’aun, Haman, and their soldiers 
the fulfilment of what they feared. And so, [when Musa 
was born,] We inspired [ilham] the mother of Musa: 
Suckle him [for a time], and when you fear for his safety, 
cast him into the river, and have no fear and do not 
grieve. We will certainly return him to you, and make him 
one of the messengers.” [Surah Al-Qasas 28:5-7] 


You often see when people are devoid of all hope and 

grieved to the point where they can see no light in 

anything, that Allah fills the heart of people with His love 

and faith in His religion who depend on no one but Him 
the All Mighty. 


The story of Bani Isra-il is a perfect example of how 
weakness became a strength by Allah’s will due to 
dependence on Allah. Our Ummah is in a similar 
position. If we depend totally on Allah ats 5 ail 


SPECIAL 


He will provide for us from places we never thought 
possible. People often claim that they are unable to 
follow the rules of Allah uts 5 atx. and practice Islam prop- 
erly because they are afraid of the consequences. 

lf they had in them the unwavering faith of the mother of 
Musa aus! ate who did something that was impossible for 
her to do due to it being against the very nature of moth- 
erhood. Just because she depended completely on 
Allāh the Most High, He Jt 5 at. fulfilled His promise to 
her above and beyond her expectations. And she saw 
the same baby boy being guarded and raised up by the 
Same guards who would not have wasted a moment in 
killing him. 


Musa sui ate grew up in the palace of Fir'aun. It is 
unclear whether Fir'aun knew that Musa oui al was 
from Bani Isra-il but many scholars think this is likely. 
Growing up in the palace meant that Musa aus) ae 
witnessed first hand the atrocities that happened in the 
regime of Fir’aun, and witnessed first hand the corrup- 
tion and outrageous claims made by Firaun and his 
government. 


“When [Musa] reached full manhood and had become 
mature [of mind]. We bestowed upon him the ability to 
judge between right and wrong (huk'm) as well as knowl- 
edge (‘il'm). This is how We reward those who do good 
(al Muhsintn).” [Surah Al-Qasas 28:14] 


Here Allah Jt 5 st. highlights two important characteris- 
tics and these two combine to form the most perfect 
personalities possible in humans. They are Hukm — 
correct judgement of affairs as is described in the verse 
above, and ‘Ilm — knowledge. Hukm without ‘Ilm is 
useless as you will have decision making power but not 
be correctly informed to make decisions properly, and 
‘Ilm without Hukm leads to a person who is well informed 
but not able to make decisions correctly. 
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Then when he [Musa] was Nf it e the als ait was E 


EAS by splitting away from the Muslim Jama‘ah (Khilafah) you have 


“And [one day] he [Musa] entered the city at a time when [most of] its 
people were [resting in their houses,] unaware of what was going on [in 
the streets]; and there he encountered two men fighting with one another 
- one of his own people, and the other of his enemies. And the one who 
belonged to his own people asked him for help against him who was of 
his enemies - whereupon Musa struck him with his fist, and [thus] caus- 
ing his death. [But then] he said [to himself]: “This is a work of Evil 
(Shaitān), for he is an enemy, a mere misleader!” 
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Š saw the morning in The al fearful and anxious, when sudden- 
ly the man wi 


0 sought his help the previous day cried out to him again 


el help. Musa said to him, í 1, “You are n a troublemaker.” 





them both, the man said, Mūsā, do you want to kill me just as y6u killed 
aman yesterday? You only want to become a tyrant in the land; You do 
not intend o make peace!” [Al-Qasas 28:15, 18, 19] 


This shows you an important characteristic of people who are oppressed. 

When people have been suffering from oppression and tyranny for a long 
time they become selfish and ruthless and have very weak personalities. 
They will sell Someone else out in order to save themselves regardless of 
what that person has done for them. Also when people are suffering from 
oppression quietly and not doing anything to resist that oppression, it is 
because this selfish mentality has already sunken in. They think of their 
own benefit, not of the benefit of the community as a whole, and hence 
they do not prosper, they do not stand up to end the corruption, even 
though they might be greater in number than the people doing the oppres- 
sion. These people have no dignity and no honour. 


Musa au) ale iS being sent to deal with Bani Isra-il, a nation which had 
some remembrance of the remembrance of Allah, but this had been 
mixed with culture and tradition so heavily that it became son 
entirely. This nation had also been living in oppression for a very long 
time. That oppression eroded the dignity that they had and caused their 
personalities to be warped and degraded and above all selfishness due 
to the need for a CEON They thought of themselves 









selves, and a aun and his advisors, his 
use of this to oppress them further. 


with your Mat This is is the Prophet Muhammad ela v de has 
commanded us to live as a Jama‘ah. 
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What you need to realize i is that you are an gn er 


indeed helped your enemies. to shed the blood of your brothers. 
1 y F , 


e, Sa 





T 


elses ay 
» individual ce Due to this thinking, aey wer kece wE them- 





aS 
) + AS 
7 Í E 








VE 
ty 
J 






















